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HEALTH CARE AND JOB TRAINING

Harris Wofford On The Clinton Proposals

SUZANNE McDEVITT

As a Iriend to civil rights
leader Martin Luther Ki-
ng and as aide to President John
F. Kennedy, Harris Wofford was
in the middle of the central
struggles of the 1960s. A genera-
tion later Wofford is again in the
thick of policy development.
Elected to the Senate in a
campaign in which health-care
reform became a defining issue
for the country, Wofford is work-
ing closely with the Clinton ad-
ministration on a health-care
reform plan to be proposed in
spring 1993. The Institute of
Politics in early February inter-
viewed him about health-care
reform and other possible
Clinton initiatives and their im-
pact for western Pennsylvania.
Wolford predicted that the
administration’s health-care re-
form proposal will provide a com-
prehensive package including
both a national standard of ser-
vices and a national budget. It
will include a reform of the in-
surance laws to disperse risk and
will use a local delivery svstem,
“what some call managed com-
petition.” Consumerswill be able
to choose one of a number of
plans, some of which they may
pay more for than others,
Wofford says. But a basic pack-
age will be provided for every-
one and everyvone will be re-
quired to participate.
What is the biggest stum-
bling block to health-care re-
form? Wofford sces it as “getting
clarity [with the public] on how
much it’s alrcady costing.
“The public doesn’t realize
that 40 percent ol the cost is
alrcady being paid by the state
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and federal governments and
that cost-shifting is already go-
ing on. There are already tre-
mendous costs for those people
not being served that are shifted
on to those with health-care cov-
erage,” he says.

Instead of getting preven-
tive care, he explains, people
without health insurance are
gelling treatment at the most
expensive time, in emergency
rooms and in hospitals. If they
had coverage and could get treat-
ment sooner, a visit to a doctor’s
mightbe enough. “We're all pay-
ing for it now,” he says.

Wofford comments thart
health care, jobs, and deficit re-
duction are intrinsically linked
to the overall health of the na-
tion. IHe refers to the economic
program being developed by the
Clinton administration asa “bud-
get and deficit stimulus pack-
age.”

Initiatives advanced as part
of this package will address
worker retraining, training for
dislocated workers, rapid re-
sponses to plant closings, and

thewhole area of preparing vouth
for the school-to-work transition.
These elements should provide
support for the parts ol Pennsyl-
vania that “are hurting the most
from the manufacruring down-
turn,” he says.

Wofford, who was one of the
originators of the Peace Corps
program during the 1960s, is
working with Secretary of Labor
Robert Reich on a National Ser-
vice Initiative. He outlined sev-
eral components of the national
service program, including, a
college loan component that
would grant about $6,500/year
to students. Existing loan pro-
grams would be restructured so
ih:lt repayment schedules would
be dependent on an individual’s
income andwould notbegin until
the income reached a certain
level. The loans would be for-
given on a sliding scale for each
vear of service an individual com-
pletes. This would allow a num-
ber of service programs to re-
cruityoung people, Wottord says.

According to Woflord,
Clinton is also very interested in
programs to serve “the forgotten
hall™ of students—those who do
not go on to college. By combin-
ing the idea of service with job
training designed to appeal to
young people at risk or already
outside the workforce, the new
administration hopes to bring in-
dividuals who have graduated to
the streets into the workforce.

Woflord offersasan example
the City Year program in Boston,
which has inner city residents
working in teams on neighbor-
hood-based initiatives such as
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