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Learn and Do More 

Thank you for tuning in with us to hear Pitt Chancellor Emeritus Mark A. Nordenberg and Jen Giovannitti discuss 

the divide between rural and urban America. The following document provides resources mentioned during the 

interview and suggested action items. 

Video References 

❏ Read Brookings’ article The ‘rural-urban divide’ furthers myths about race and poverty—concealing 

effective policy solutions.  

❏ Use the Center on Rural Innovation’s interactive map to learn more about the definitions of rural.  

❏ See Excerpts from the Fifth Codicil to the Last Will and Testament of Michael L. Benedum  

❏ Many notable people come from West Virginia, including author and Nobel Prize winner Pearl S. Buck, 

test pilot Chuck Yager, former executive chairman and CEO of Cisco Systems John Chambers, Intuit 

Executive Chairman of the Board Brad Smith, and civil rights and political leader Booker T. Washington.  

❏ Pittsburgh’s professional services have benefited from the “talent and the drive” of two west Virginians, 

Peter Kalis at K&L Gates and Gregory Jordan at Reed Smith.  

❏ Look into the innovation coming from West Virginia, including Green Bank Observatory and their radio 

telescopes.  

❏ Read the New York Time’s article West Virginia Has Everyone’s Attention. What Does It Really Need? 

❏ Reference The National Committee for Responsible Philanthropy looks at per capita philanthropic dollars 

in its report as the south grows on fertile soil. 

❏ Understand Biden’s The American Jobs Plan.  

❏ Read more of Pitt Johnstown President, Jem Spectar’s op-ed, Want to close America’s rural-urban divide? 

Digital infrastructure is the key.  

Take Action 

❏ Donate to rural community clinics and national organizations that support rural America.  

❏ Lead with an open mind and educate yourself on the needs, complexities, and realities of individuals 

living in rural communities. As a starting point, check out Rural Community Assistance Partnership.  

❏ Contact your federal, state, and local elected officials about broadband access, rural workforce 

development, and other issues for rural America using this online directory.  

❏ Check out 75 Things White People Can Do and learn how to be a racial justice ally with this guide. 

 

Stay Informed via Social Media 

 iop.pitt.edu  @Pitt.IOP  Institute of Politics 

 thornburghforum.pitt.edu  @DickThornburghForum   Institute of Politics 

   @PITT_IOP   

 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/12/08/the-rural-urban-divide-furthers-myths-about-race-and-poverty-concealing-effective-policy-solutions/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/12/08/the-rural-urban-divide-furthers-myths-about-race-and-poverty-concealing-effective-policy-solutions/
https://defining-rural.ruralopportunitymap.us/
https://benedum.org/about-us/mr-benedums-will/
https://www.english.upenn.edu/Projects/Buck/biography.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/07/us/chuck-yeager-dead.html
https://www.jc2ventures.com/john-chambers
https://www.intuit.com/company/executives/brad-d-smith/#:~:text=of%20the%20Board-,Brad%20D.,based%20product%20and%20platform%20company.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Booker-T-Washington
https://www.klgates.com/Peter-J-Kalis
https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc/company-profile/leadership-team/gregory-b-jordan.html
https://greenbankobservatory.org/
https://greenbankobservatory.org/science/telescopes/
https://greenbankobservatory.org/science/telescopes/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/08/upshot/west-virginia-manchin-stimulus.html
https://bjn9t2lhlni2dhd5hvym7llj-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/As-the-South-Grows-On-Fertile-Soil.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/02/20/want-close-americas-rural-urban-divide-digital-infrastructure-is-key/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/02/20/want-close-americas-rural-urban-divide-digital-infrastructure-is-key/
https://www.rcap.org/events/ruralhomecoming/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://guidetoallyship.com/
http://www.iop.pitt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Pitt.IOP/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6DK5vX0M1ZDfAj8KNncDCA/featured
http://www.thornburghforum.pitt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/DickThornburghForum
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pitt-institute-of-politics/
https://twitter.com/pitt_iop

