
2023 Policy Initiatives
EYer\ \ear, Whe InsWiWXWe of PoliWics considers hoZ
Ze can oéer Whe mosW YalXe Wo oXr region. We
soliciW inpXW and inYolYemenW from oXr Board of
FelloZs, polic\ commiWWee members, elecWed
oìcials and pXblic secWor sWakeholders, and
academic leadership Wo deWermine Whe polic\
Wopics Ze Zill Wackle ZiWhin Whe \ear. OXr
iniWiaWiYes range from long-Wo-shorW Werm. This
\ear, Ze plan Wo:

Community Engagement
Chancellor’s Staé Award
CongraWXlaWions Wo Tasha Peacock, Whe IOPÍs
AssisWanW DirecWor of SWXdenW Programs and
CommXniW\ OXWreach.bThe aZard recogni]es
Weam members Zho haYe dedicaWed WhemselYes
Wo making Wheir commXniW\ a beWWer place Wo liYe
and Wo improYing Whe qXaliW\ of life for oWhers.
There is no doXbW WhaW Tasha e[empliêes Whe
spiriW of Whis aZard!

Learn More

2022 Coleman Awards
John R. McGinle\, Jr., Chair ofbEckerW Seamans'
Board of DirecWors and Karen Farmer WhiWe,
EdXcaWion ConsXlWanW and Chair of WhebSeWon Hill
UniYersiW\bBoard of TrXsWees, Zere selecWed as
recipienWs of Whe 2022 Coleman AZard for
E[cellence in CommXniW\ SerYice. NominaWions
for 2023 open in JXne 2023.

Meet the Awardees

2022 Dykstra Award
MaWWheZ Moore is a PoliWics and Philosoph\
major Zho has serYed on Whe PiWW SWXdenW
GoYernmenW Board. He inWerned ZiWh SWaWe
RepresenWaWiYe Dan Dease\ on Whe WesW End in
Whe IOP InWernship & Seminar coXrse, Zhere he
Zorked ZiWh consWiWXenWs on naYigaWing
commXniW\ concerns. MaWWheZ's XlWimaWe goal is
Wo become a prosecXWor in a disWricW aWWorne\'s
oìce.

Dick Thornburgh Forum
Awards to Pitt Law
Students
Dick Thornburgh Prize for Legal Service
Award:
KaWherine AndreZs (2022)

J. Evans Rose, Jr. Prize for Government
Service Award:
Ale[ander DeWWZ\ler (2022)
Kaleigh Dr\den (2023)

Click here Wo learn more aboXW all of oXr
presWigioXs aZards and YieZ pasW recipienWs. PLFWXUHG: KDWKHULQH AQGUHZV (WRS), AOH[DQGHU

DHWWZ\OHU (ERWWRP OHIW), KDOHLJK DU\GHQ (ERWWRP
ULJKW).

OYer Whe coXrse of 2021, Whe IOP Taskforce on
EqXiW\ in DXal EnrollmenW and Pre-
ApprenWiceship Programming released iWs
reporW, PDWKZD\V WR OSSRUWXQLW\. In December
2022, Whe IOP Zas aZarded a $200,000 granW
from Whe BenedXm FoXndaWion Wo laXnch an
e[aminaWion of dXal enrollmenW programming in
Whree school disWricWs Wo inform Whe
CommonZealWh on besW pracWices sXch as
sWXdenW and famil\ engagemenW, Weacher
credenWialling, parWnerships ZiWh higher
edXcaWion, sWXdenW oXWcomes, and ênancial
models. The goal of Whis projecW is Wo increase
eqXiWable accessibiliW\ Wo Whese programs. The
RFP Zill be laXnched on March 27 dXring oXr
AdYancing College and Career Readiness in
Penns\lYania WhroXgh EqXiWable DXal EnrollmenW
Polic\, PracWice, and Research program.

Download the Report

Marshaling Regional
Assets to Build Shared
Opportunities for Growth
The UniYersiW\ of PiWWsbXrgh's, InsWiWXWe of
PoliWicsbhosWed Whe 25Wh AnnXal ElecWed Oìcials
ReWreaW Whis pasW December! ElecWed oìcials
from all leYels of goYernmenW, and from boWh
sides of Whe aisle joined Xs Wo e[plore Za\s Wo
marshal regionalbasseWs Wo bXild shared
opporWXniWies for groZWh.

Program Recap

SWDWH RHSUHVHQWDWLYH JDVRQ OUWLWD\ (R-
AOOHJKHQ\/WDVKLQJWRQ) GLVFXVVHV SUHSDULQJ
VWXGHQWV IRU WKH IXWXUH, KROGLQJ XS BXWOHU AUHD
SFKRRO DLVWULFWÌV POD\ERRN IRU FROOHJH DQG FDUHHU
UHDGLQHVV. 2022 IOP EOHFWHG OíFLDOV RHWUHDW

For more Whan si[ \ears, Whe IOP Ë in
parWnership ZiWh Alleghen\ CoXnW\ and Whe FifWh
JXdicial DisWricW of Penns\lYaniaË has Zorked Wo
adYance criminal jXsWice reform in Alleghen\
CoXnW\. The oYerarching goal is Wo improYe
Alleghen\ CoXnW\Ís criminal jXsWice s\sWem so
WhaW iW is fairer and less cosWl\, ZiWhoXW
compromising pXblic safeW\.

The IOP is in Whe ênal sWages of an e[WensiYe
mi[ed-meWhod research and engagemenW
iniWiaWiYe called, “Creating a Pathway to Reduce
Racial Disparities in the Allegheny County
Criminal Justice SystemÏ. This Zork is being
condXcWed in parWnership ZiWh The RAND
CorporaWion and RTI InWernaWional. The projecW
design inclXdes a holisWic approach Wo
XndersWanding Whe policies, pracWices, and
oXWcomes aW ke\ decision-making poinWs ZiWhin
Whe s\sWem WhaW ma\ driYe racial dispariWies. The
IOP Zill pXblish speciêc polic\ recommendaWions
Wo sXpporW Whese goals in 2023.

The Dick Thornburgh Forum’s American
Experience Distinguished Lecture Series
feaWXred Congressman Mike Do\le. The
discXssion focXsed on infrasWrXcWXre as an
essenWial inYesWmenW in oXr fXWXre and hoZ Whe
InfrasWrXcWXre InYesWmenW and Jobs AcW aims Wo
sXpporW mXch needed improYemenWs in oXr
commXniWies Zhile also creaWing famil\ sXsWaining
jobs.

We ZoXld like Wo e[Wend a congraWXlaWions Wo
Congressman Do\le on his reWiremenW from Whe
U.S. HoXse of RepresenWaWiYes and Whank him for
his conWinXed inYolYemenW in Whe IOP Board of
FelloZs and Whe Elsie Hillman CiYic ForXmÍs
NaWional AdYisor\ CoXncil.

View Video

A Life Well Lived
In addiWion Wo seYeral lecWXres in 2022, on OcWober
15 Whe Dick ThornbXrgh ForXm for LaZ & PXblic
Polic\ and Whe Oìce of Whe Chancellor hosWed A
Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Dick
Thornburgh:  Learning from a Life Well Lived.

This program feaWXred ke\noWe speaker AndreZ
Card, Zho formerl\ serYed as Chief of SWaé Wo
PresidenW George W. BXsh, and as Whe U.S.
SecreWar\ of TransporWaWion folloZed b\ a panel of
si[ respecWed leaders Zho kneZ Dick ThornbXrgh.b
These gXesWs shared recollecWions of DickÍs
accomplishmenWs, hoZ he accomplished Whem,
and hoZ his legac\ conWinXes Wo impacW oXr
socieW\. The eYenW Zas moderaWed b\ DaYid
ThornbXrgh Zhose oZn career has been deYoWed
Wo good goYernance.

Watch the Celebration

Learn More

Preserving Democracy, the
Rule of Law and American
Values
The Dick ThornbXrgh ForXm for LaZ & PXblic
Polic\ laXnched an edXcaWional program WiWled,
Preserving Democracy, the Rule of Law and
American Values. The program is inWended Wo
help boWh polic\makers and inWeresWed ciWi]ens,
ZhaWeYer Wheir posiWions or poliWical leanings, Wo
beWWer XndersWand Whe imporWanW goYernance
issXes WhaW seem Wo be arising all Woo
freqXenWl\.bbb

Join Xs on April 10 Wo hear from DaYid
ThornbXrgh aboXW hoZ an open primar\ s\sWem
in Whe CommonZealWh of Penns\lYania ZoXld
creaWe a more represenWaWiYe elecWion process
Zhile also diminishing Whe heighWened
polari]aWion WhaW cXrrenWl\ WhreaWens ciYiliW\ and
oXr democrac\.

The IOP’s Fiscal Policy & Governance
Committee pXblished Whe Preparing for
TomorroZ reporW WhaW proYides speciêc
recommendaWions Wo improYe mXnicipal
resilienc\. OYer Whe coXrse of 2023, Whe IOP Zill
be Zorking ZiWh indiYidXal members of Whe
commiWWee Wo moYe Whese recommendaWions
forZard.

Download the Report

The IOP is folloZing Xp on a 2017 e[aminaWion of
YolXnWar\ mXnicipal disincorporaWion. This Wool
alloZs a sWrXggling mXnicipaliW\ Wo YolXnWaril\
dissolYe inWo Whe coXnW\ in Zhich iW is locaWed.
The coXnW\ ZoXld When proYide mXnicipal
serYices Wo Whe former mXnicipaliW\ in e[change
for a Wa[ or fee. The Wheor\ is WhaW eìcienW and
eéecWiYe serYices can be deliYered b\ Whe coXnW\
b\ sWreWching reYenXe ZiWh economies of scale
and b\ remoYing adminisWraWiYe redXndancies.
DisincorporaWion does noW cXrrenWl\ e[isW in
Penns\lYania e[cepW Xnder Whe neZl\ reYised AcW
47 legislaWion perWaining Wo disWressed
mXnicipaliWies. HoZeYer, iW is an aYailable Wool in
38 sWaWes, inclXding Whe neighboring sWaWes of
Mar\land, NeZ York, Ohio, and WesW Virginia.

Download the Report

Marc Cherna Fellowship
The Cherna FelloZs program is an e[clXsiYe
opporWXniW\ for sWXdenWs pXrsXing gradXaWe
degrees in Whe UniYersiW\ of PiWWsbXrghÍs School of
Social Work. JoinWl\ adminisWered b\ Whe
UniYersiW\Ís School of Social Work and Whe InsWiWXWe
of PoliWics, Whe Cherna FelloZ Zill embark on
polic\-relaWed e[perienWial learning opporWXniWies
ZiWhin Whe Alleghen\ CoXnW\ DeparWmenW of
HXman SerYicesband Zill receiYe a ênancial aZard
of oYer $10,000. The deadline Wo appl\ is March 1,
2023, and for more informaWion aboXW Whe
program YisiW oXr ZebsiWe.

Legislator for a Day 
The LegislaWor for a Da\ program proYides
sWXdenWs ZiWh Whe XniqXe opporWXniW\ Wo
ÏshadoZÐ a member of Whe Penns\lYania
General Assembl\ in HarrisbXrg. SWXdenWs
Zill learn more aboXW PA poliWics, career
paWhs, and neWZork ZiWh high leYel sWaéers.
We receiYed 65 applicaWions, Zhich is
record-breaking for Whe IOP, from sWXdenWs
ZiWh major inWeresWs in bXsiness, poliWical
science, engineering, medicine, Xrban
sWXdies, and pXblic safeW\, Wo name a feZ.
For more informaWion, please click here.

25 Civic Leaders Mentor Pitt
Students
The Never a Spectator Civic Engagement
Forum is a XniqXe opporWXniW\ for PiWW sWXdenWs Wo
neWZork ZiWh some of Whe regionÍs mosW prominenW
leaders, inclXding leaders from
goYernmenW and poliWics, foXndaWion e[ecXWiYes,
and nonproêW and bXsiness leaders. We had
leaders from Highmark, Whe CiW\ of PiWWsbXrgh,
Urban LeagXe of PiWWsbXrgh, Hello Neighbor,
and Whe Penns\lYania HoXse of RepresenWaWiYes
jXsW Wo name a feZ. The ke\noWe speaker Zas Leah
Li]arondo, Zho is Whebformer CEO and Co-FoXnder
of 412 Food RescXe, a social enWerprise ZiWh a
Wechnolog\, logisWics and ciYic engagemenW model
WhaW aims Wo êghW hXnger and promoWe
sXsWainabiliW\. Please click here for more
informaWion.

HDOHQ SDY, IOP PROLF\ AQDO\VW GLVFXVVHV KHU
FDUHHU GHYHORSPHQW LQ JRYHUQPHQW ZLWK EOVLH
HLOOPDQ HRQRUV SFKRODU KLP LH, PLWW JXQLRU DQG
NRUGHQEHUJ SFKRODU.

ACE Working with
Homeless Children’s
Fund
The Ambassadors for CiYic EngagemenW
(ACE) FelloZship proYides an opporWXniW\
for gradXaWe sWXdenWs Wo appl\ Wheir
edXcaWion and skills Wo conWribXWe Wo and
improYe Whe qXaliW\ of life of people liYing in
Whe PiWWsbXrgh region WhroXgh a long-Werm
e[perienWial felloZship ZiWh a commXniW\
parWner WhaW Zorks in pXblic polic\,
goYernance, commXniW\ organi]ing and
acWiYism, or philanWhrop\. This \ear, WZo
gradXaWe sWXdenWs are Zorking for Whe
Homeless ChildrenÍs EdXcaWion FXnd (HCEF)
Wo help idenWif\ poWenWial polic\ solXWions
regarding homelessness and design and
conYene a legislaWiYe lXncheon for ke\
pXblic oìcials. For more informaWion please
click here.

Elsie Honors Scholars Serve
12 Community Based
Organizations
This \earÍs Elsie Hillman Honors Scholars are
Zorking on a range of issXes sXch as eqXiW\ in
edXcaWion, ZomenÍs healWh and reprodXcWiYe
righWs, food secXriW\, healWhcare dispariWies,
access Wo menWal healWh for refXgees and
immigranWs, and Zorkforce needs. CommXniW\
parWners inclXde: CaWholic ChariWies, AXberle,
NaWional CoXncil of JeZish Women, Adagio HealWh,
Remake Learning, Women for a HealWh\
EnYironmenW, PiWWsbXrgh CommXniW\ Food Bank,
Alleghen\ CoXnW\ DHS, JeZish Famil\ &
CommXniW\ SerYices, PiWWsbXrgh Promise, CiW\ of
PiWWsbXrghÍs DeparWmenW of InnoYaWion, and Whe
ConsorWiXm for PXblic EdXcaWion. For more
informaWion please click here.

RLWLND SHJLUHGG\ IURP WKH DLHWULFK SFKRRO RI AUWV
DQG SFLHQFHV LV ZRUNLQJ ZLWK FRPPXQLW\ SDUWQHU,
AGDJLR HHDOWK.

2023 Inaugural Newsletter

Announcements:b

Nine neZ ciYic engagemenW ênancial aZards for sWXdenWs in 2023-2024

RFP for school disWricWs Wo e[amine dXal enrollmenW models Wo be released in March 2023

IOP aZarded $1 Million aperaWing endoZmenW for iWs polic\ Zork in SoXWhZesWern Penns\lYania

Chancellor AZard for CommXniW\ EngagemenW presenWed Wo Tasha Peacock, IOP AssisWanW
DirecWor of SWXdenW Programming and CommXniW\ OXWreach

DU. AUWKXU C. BURRNV - HDUYDUG PURIHVVRU, BHVWVHOOLQJ AXWKRU, DQG TKH AWODQWLF CROXPQLVW - VSHDNV ZLWK
VWXGHQWV GXULQJ WKH SHSWHPEHU 2022 AOO AQJOHV SURJUDP. RHDG PRUH RQ PLWWWLUH.

Tackling Regional, State, and National Policy Challenges 
Presenting Thought-Provoking Programs on Key Issues of the Day

&
Advancing Student Civic Engagement Opportunities

Welcome Wo Whe InsWiWXWe of PoliWicsÍ neZsleWWer. We creaWed Whis semi-annXal neZsleWWer Wo
proYide \oX ZiWh a more freqXenW opporWXniW\ Wo hear and learn aboXW oXr cXrrenW and
emerging Zork. OYer Whe lasW seYeral \ears, Whe IOP has been bXilding Xpon oXr highl\ regarded
programming in regional polic\ deYelopmenW, sWXdenW ciYic engagemenW iniWiaWiYes WhroXgh Whe
Elsie Hillman CiYic ForXm, and disWingXished pXblic edXcaWional programs WhroXgh Whe Dick
ThornbXrgh ForXm for LaZ & PXblic Polic\. Each seW of programs complemenWs Whe oWhers Wo
reinforce oXr Yision of deliYering enlighWened pXblic polic\ WhaW promoWes Whe YiWaliW\ of WesWern
Penns\lYania.

We aim Wo haYe posiWiYe impacW WoZard achieYing êYe primar\ goals:
b
1) PromoWe regional economic YiWaliW\ and mobiliW\,
2) SXpporW healWh\ and resilienW commXniWies,
3) PreserYe and sWrengWhen oXr democrac\,
4) FosWer eéecWiYe and responsiYe goYernmenW, and
5) DeYelop Whe ne[W generaWion of ciYic leaders.

The sWrengWhs of Whe InsWiWXWe conWinXe Wo inclXde oXr sWa\ing poZer on poliWicall\ comple[
issXes, oXr nonparWisan and inWerdisciplinar\ approach, and Whe creaWion and sWeZardship of
sWraWegic regional collaboraWions beWZeen elecWed oìcials, ciYic leaders, and academic conWenW-
e[perWs. IW is a priYilege Wo Zork ZiWh sXch a broad arra\ of dedicaWed leaders Zho oéer Wheir
e[perWise, neWZorks, and knoZledge Wo idenWif\, inform, and implemenW Whe IOP programs.

We hope \oX enjo\ keeping Xp Wo daWe ZiWh Whe man\ acWiYiWies of Whe IOP, and Ze encoXrage
\oX Wo learn more aboXW each of oXr iniWiaWiYes b\ YisiWing oXr ZebsiWe and conWacWing Xs ZiWh
\oXr sXggesWions and qXesWions.

Finali]e Whe research iniWiaWiYe, CUHDWLQJ D PDWKZD\ WR RHGXFH RDFLDO DLVSDULWLHV LQ WKH AOOHJKHQ\
CRXQW\ CULPLQDO JXVWLFH S\VWHP.

MoYe forZard ZiWh Whe implemenWaWion of recommendaWions from Whe IOP PUHSDULQJ IRU
TRPRUURZ reporW on mXnicipal resilienc\.

SXpporW sWaWeZide eéorWs WoZards personali]ed learning in K-12 edXcaWion.

Spearhead a research iniWiaWiYe on regional besW pracWices Wo increase eqXiWable accessibiliW\
Wo dXal enrollmenW and hoZ iW is ênanced.

Oéer edXcaWional programming on Whe pXblic healWh crisis of gXn Yiolence facing oXr naWionÍs
children.

Oéer anal\sis and edXcaWion on broadband sXsWainabiliW\ issXes.

E[plore famil\ caregiYing polic\ Wo sXpporW Whe elderl\, people ZiWh disabiliWies, and indiYidXals
ZiWh sXbsWance Xse disorder.

E[amine comprehensiYe models WhaW can bXild a WhriYing Zorkforce in SoXWhZesWern
Penns\lYania.

Upcoming Educational Forums:

March 20b- The ThornbXrgh Famil\ LecWXre on DisabiliW\ LaZ & Polic\ feaWXring KaWie

BooWh discXssion on TKH IQYHQWLRQ RI MLUDFOHV: LDQJXDJH, PRZHU, DQG AOH[DQGHU GUDKDP

BHOO'V QXHVW WR EQG DHDIQHVVb(Open RegisWraWion)

March 27b- AdYancing College and Career Readiness in Penns\lYania WhroXgh EqXiWable

DXal EnrollmenW Polic\, PracWice, and Research (Open RegisWraWion)

April 3bÊ All Angles - Managing Whe U.S. RelaWionship ZiWh China Wo AchieYe Global Goals

(SWXdenWs Onl\)

April 4 - PiWW C\ber FoXnding DirecWor DaYid HickWon siWs ZiWh former AWWorne\ General

Eric HolderbWo discXss his book, OXU UQëQLVKHG MDUFKb(Open RegisWraWion)

April 10b- PreserYing Democrac\ feaWXring DaYid ThornbXrgh discXssion on Repealing

Closed Primaries: A PaWh Wo BeWWer GoYernmenW in Penns\lYania (Open RegisWraWion)

April 18bÊ ProWecWing oXr Children from Whe PlagXe of GXn Violence (Open RegisWraWion)

Congratulations

Promoting Regional Economic Mobility

Supporting Healthy and Resilient Communities

Preserving and Strengthening Democracy

Foster Eéective and Responsive Government

Developing the Next Generation of Civic Leaders and
Engaging with the Community

IOP Launches James G. Fulton Political Internship Award
The UniYersiW\ of PiWWsbXrghÍs InsWiWXWe of PoliWics is bXilding Xpon iWs long-sWanding and Yer\
sXccessfXl IOP Internship and Seminar Programbb\ oéering sWXdenWs annXal inWernship ênancial
aZards WhroXgh Whe James G. FXlWon PoliWical InWernship FXnd. James FXlWon Zas an American
poliWician from DormonW, PA and serYed as a member of Whe US. HoXse of RepresenWaWiYes from
1945-1971. These aZards Zill sXpporW eighW sWXdenWs Zho are from Alleghen\, ArmsWrong, BeaYer,
WesWmoreland, BXWler, and/or WashingWon coXnWies.

The deadline Wo appl\ is April 12, 2023. For informaWion regarding Whe IOP Internship and
Seminar Program please YisiW oXr ZebsiWe.

Student Application Deadlines:

March 1 - Marc Cherna FelloZship

March 9 - Dick ThornbXrgh ForXm DisabiliW\ SerYice AZard

March 13 - UndergradXaWe SWXdenW SXmmer FelloZship Program

April 12 - IOP InWernship & Seminar James G. FXlWon AZard

April 12 - Elsie Honors Scholars

April 14 - Ambassadors for CiYic EngagemenW (ACE) FelloZship

IOP in the News

Alleghen\ CoXnW\ receiYed addiWional fXnding Wo conWinXe iWs SafeW\ and JXsWice Challenge

projecW.

PiWW reporW on improYing edXcaWion posW-pandemic sa\s personali]ed, learner-cenWered

approach is ke\.

All Angles discXssion series Wackles climaWe change

Aéordable HoXsing Is Largel\ ÌOXW Of ReachÍ For LoZ-Income Penns\lYanians

IOP ReporW: K-12 Schools Need Wo Change for SXccess in PosW-Pandemic World

Learn More

InsWiWXWe of PoliWicsb

Elsie Hillman CiYic ForXmb

The Dick ThornbXrgh ForXm for LaZ & PXblic Polic\
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