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n May 20,1994, the Institute of

Politics convened a forum of

elected and appointed officials, com-
munity leaders, and academics on the issue of
gangs and youth violence. By bringing together a
variety of perspectives and recording the richness of
the discussion, we have worked to identify critical
issues and public policy responses.

The elected officials who participated were
Robert Colville, district attorney, Allegheny
County; Tom Murphy, mayor, City of Pitts-
burgh; William Reobinson, member, Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives. Fredrick
Thieman, United States attorney of Western
Pennsylvania, was the only appointed official.
Bernard Jones of the Allegheny Conference
on Community Developmentand Urban Youth
Action and Carl Redwood from the Hill
House represented the community perspec-
tive, while F;hyllis Coontz of the University
of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs contributed the academic
perspective. Mark Nordenberg, acting pro-
vost, University of Pittsburgh, moderated the

session.










































