
 

          

 

Learn and Do More 

Thank you for tuning in with us to hear Pitt Chancellor Emeritus Mark A. Nordenberg and Susanne Sachsman Grooms 

discuss the importance of congressional oversight. The following document provides resources mentioned during the 

interview and suggested action items. 

Video References:  

❏ Visit the House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s website to learn more about their vital work. 

❏ Read the text of Article I, Section I of the Constitution, which gives the House Committee on Oversight and 

Reform its power. 

❏ Check out the Washington Post’s article Soldiers Face Neglect, Frustration At Army's Top Medical Facility, which 

exposed the conditions at Walter Reed Hospital.  
❏ Read more on the House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s Investigation of Skyrocketing Prescription Drug 

Prices. 

❏ Take a look at the House Bill 1046, Medicare Negotiation and Competitive Licensing Act of 2019.  

❏ Read Head of government media agency flouts subpoena, angering Democrats and Republicans. 

❏ Read about the congressional investigation of the Fast and Furious operation, including the misleading February 

4, 2011 letter to Congress.  

❏ Read about the Hatch Act and why Federal watchdog agency says Kellyanne Conway should be fired after 

violating the Hatch Act. 

❏ Look at House Democrats Introduce Landmark Reforms Package, the Protecting Our Democracy Act and House 

Democrats unveil changes to ‘prevent future presidential abuses’.  

❏ Examine the Bipartisan Policy Center’s report Oversight Matters: What's Next for Inspectors General.  

❏ View the Office of the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community’s Statement on Processing of 

Whistleblower Complaints. 

❏ Learn more about Elijah Cummings with Business Insider’s The incredible life of Elijah Cummings: How a 

sharecropper's son rose to become one of the fiercest Democrats who took on Trump. 

Take Action: 

❏ Vote in 2020 Presidential Election. Apply for a mail-in ballot today using TurboVote.  

❏ Find and contact your federal, state, and local elected officials using this online directory. 

❏ Remind 3 friends to create a voting plan using Rock the Vote's digital platform.  

❏ Sign up to be a poll worker on election day. 

❏ Host a socially distanced or virtual debate watch party with people of differing perspectives.  

❏ Complete the 2020 Census. 

❏ Check out 75 Things White People Can Do and learn how to be a racial justice ally with this guide. 

❏ Read books like Keeping a Watchful Eye: The Politics of Congressional Oversight by Joel Aberbach.  

❏ Learn more about Congressional oversight with the 2020 Congressional Oversight Manual.  
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https://oversight.house.gov/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/article/article-i
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/02/17/AR2007021701172.html
https://oversight.house.gov/investigations/investigation-of-skyrocketing-prescription-drug-prices
https://oversight.house.gov/investigations/investigation-of-skyrocketing-prescription-drug-prices
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1046
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/head-of-government-media-agency-flouts-subpoena-angering-democrats-and-republicans/2020/09/24/d5aa8296-fe76-11ea-b555-4d71a9254f4b_story.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2011/12/docs-top-officials-sent-false-fast-and-furious-denials-069680
http://iop.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/Events/Governing_in_Crisis/Sachsman_Grooms/DOJ%20Letter%20to%20Sen%20Grassley%20-%202.4.11.pdf
http://iop.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/Events/Governing_in_Crisis/Sachsman_Grooms/DOJ%20Letter%20to%20Sen%20Grassley%20-%202.4.11.pdf
https://osc.gov/Services/Pages/HatchAct.aspx
https://www.vox.com/2019/6/13/18678027/kellyanne-conway-special-counsel-fired-violating-hatch-act
https://www.vox.com/2019/6/13/18678027/kellyanne-conway-special-counsel-fired-violating-hatch-act
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-democrats-introduce-landmark-reforms-package-the-protecting-our-democracy#:~:text=Washington%2C%20DC%20%E2%80%93%20Today%2C%20on,transparency%2C%20and%20protect%20our%20elections.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/congress-post-trump-reforms/2020/09/23/38291e70-fd44-11ea-9ceb-061d646d9c67_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/congress-post-trump-reforms/2020/09/23/38291e70-fd44-11ea-9ceb-061d646d9c67_story.html
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/oversight-matters-whats-next-for-inspectors-general/
https://www.dni.gov/files/ICIG/Documents/News/ICIG%20News/2019/September%2030%20-%20Statement%20on%20Processing%20of%20Whistleblower%20Complaints/ICIG%20Statement%20on%20Processing%20of%20Whistleblower%20Complaints.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ICIG/Documents/News/ICIG%20News/2019/September%2030%20-%20Statement%20on%20Processing%20of%20Whistleblower%20Complaints/ICIG%20Statement%20on%20Processing%20of%20Whistleblower%20Complaints.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/elijah-cummings-life-bio-legacy-in-photos-2019-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/elijah-cummings-life-bio-legacy-in-photos-2019-10
https://pittvotes.turbovote.org/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.rockthevote.org/get-involved/get-three-friends-to-vote/
https://www.workelections.com/
https://2020census.gov/
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://guidetoallyship.com/
https://www.brookings.edu/book/keeping-a-watchful-eye/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL30240.pdf
http://www.iop.pitt.edu/
http://www.thornburghforum.pitt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Pitt.IOP/
https://www.facebook.com/DickThornburghForum
https://twitter.com/pitt_iop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6DK5vX0M1ZDfAj8KNncDCA/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pitt-institute-of-politics/

