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About the Institute 
A forum for public and private decision makers 

The Institute’s goal of consensus building among regional leaders, both elected and nonelected, is 
fulfilled by its unique ability to gather decision makers around the table while acting as a non-partisan 
catalyst for public policy discourse. The facilitation of dialogue among public officials and other 
community leaders guides the Institute’s programming and its deliverables. 

The Institute stimulates ongoing dialogue and offers issue specific educational programs and services 
such as seminars, briefings, and publications, which enable decision makers to examine regional 
economic, social, and political issues within local, state, and national contexts. 

In 2019, this focus was strengthened with the addition of the Dick Thornburgh Forum for Law & Public 
Policy to the Institute. Established in 2007, the Forum builds upon Thornburgh’s legacy to advance his 
vision of creating effective and principled governance. Its mission is to foster public education and civic 
action on important national and international public policy issues.  

Access to expertise and research 

The Institute provides regional elected officials and foundation, community, and business leaders with 
access to the many academic resources of the University of Pittsburgh and other area universities and 
strives to apply these resources to regional policy outcomes. 

Student involvement 

The Institute enables University of Pittsburgh students to gain valuable insights into the political process 
as well as the challenges and rewards of public service. In 2015, the Institute strengthened its student 
programming with the launch of the Elise Hillman Civic Forum, an initiative designed to help bring young 
people and the community together to fuel progress in the Pittsburgh region while reflecting the 
generosity and humanity Elise Hillman displayed throughout her life. 

Vision 

The Institute of Politics will be recognized as the region’s most effective partner in the development of 
enlightened public policy that promotes the vitality of Western Pennsylvania to the benefit of 
individuals, institutions, and businesses. 

Mission 

The Institute of Politics delivers timely information about the great issues affecting our region to elected 
officials and community leaders—and the public whom they serve—and provides a non-partisan forum 
where that knowledge and associated diverse viewpoints are discussed, digested, enriched, and applied 
to the goal of promoting an improved quality of life, government efficiency, and economic vitality in 
Western Pennsylvania. 
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Elected Officials Retreat Statement of Purpose 

The March 7, 1997 Institute of Politics Board of Fellows meeting produced a request that the University 
of Pittsburgh host a retreat for public officials from different levels of government in Western 
Pennsylvania. Its principal purpose is to provide an informal forum for the discussion of strategies to 
address regional issues. The meeting also aims to enhance professional relationships among the 
participants.



Note from the Chair and Director 
Dear colleague: 

Welcome to the University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics’ 24th annual Elected Officials 
Retreat. We are delighted to be able to resume the tradition of bringing together elected 
officials, business and community leaders, and academics to share national and local 
perspectives on the critical issues facing our region. While this year’s retreat is virtual, we have 
arranged interactive opportunities that support the theme, “Building Regional 
Competitiveness and Economic Opportunities in Southwestern Pennsylvania”.  

Over the past eighteen months, we have witnessed the exacerbation of chronic regional 
challenges and the deepening of inequities across southwestern Pennsylvania. Many of you 
have come to us sharing your deep concerns about broadband access and affordability, the 
availability of jobs and wages that sustain families, the provision of public health services, 
demographic challenges, and extensive workforce needs. The pandemic has created a new 
sense of urgency around these issues and has changed the scope of some entirely. To address 
these challenges and use our resources wisely will require a regional and collaborative 
approach, one that builds upon the individual strengths of our regional communities and 
combines them to create a more resilient whole.  

Recognizing that, in the words of Henry Ford, “if everyone is moving forward together, then 
success takes care of itself,” this year’s program is designed to encourage cooperation and 
collaboration across sectors, geographies, party lines, and levels of government to ensure the 
best possible future for the people of southwestern Pennsylvania. As committed leaders who 
foster economic development and build opportunities within Pennsylvania, we hope today’s 
program will offer you additional insights on national and local best practices to support the 
critical role you play in catalyzing the necessary policy and practice transformation so that all 
our commonwealth’s residents and communities can thrive.  

Our first keynote speaker, Alan Berube, Senior Fellow and Deputy Director, Metropolitan Policy 
Program, The Brookings Institution, will identify critical factors needed for sustained economic 
growth in the coming decade, while benchmarking the Pittsburgh metropolitan region against 
other regions across the nation. This analysis will be provided within the context of the 
resources that may be available through the federal infrastructure bill that is currently pending 
in Congress.  

The subsequent panel will feature Dennis Davin, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development; Gene Yaw, Chair, Pennsylvania Senate Environmental 
Resources and Energy Committee; Vice Chair, Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee; and 
Chair, Board of Directors, Center for Rural Pennsylvania; and Mark Anthony Thomas, President 
of the Pittsburgh Regional Alliance. The panelists will discuss economic development and 
innovation from statewide, regional, and local perspectives, and will identify trends in the 
energy industry as well as in urban and rural economic growth and innovation.  
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Following a short break for lunch, attendees will hear from the second keynote speaker, Mike 
Kerlin, a partner at the Philadelphia office of McKinsey & Co., who will present findings from his 
recent work on the benefits and process of building an inclusive economy in a post-pandemic 
environment. He will touch on state and local government supports for resiliency and economic 
growth. After his remarks, Vera Krekanova, Chief Strategist and Research Officer for the 
Allegheny Conference on Community Development, will provide a local context to Mr. Kerlin’s 
analysis, offering data from the Pennsylvania Economy League of Greater Pittsburgh and 
articulating the Economy League’s vision for a regional economy.  

The next panel will offer on-the-ground perspectives of economic development. Brandon 
Dennison of Coalfield Development and Sherri Chisholm of Leading on Opportunity will discuss 
rural and urban approaches to community-based development through social entrepreneurship 
and coalition building and share lessons in addressing economic and workforce challenges in 
their respective regions of southern West Virginia and the Charlotte-Mecklenburg metropolitan 
area in North Carolina. Their discussion will be structured to allow participants to identify 
similarities and differences between rural and urban areas in terms of economic development 
strategies and opportunities.  

The final panel, featuring Senators Camera Bartolotta, Majority Chair of the Senate Labor and 
Industry Committee and Lindsey Williams, Minority Chair of the Senate Education Committee, 
as well as Quintin Bullock, President of the Community College of Allegheny County, will 
highlight workforce and education initiatives in which the IOP is engaged. The senators will 
offer perspectives from their districts as well as discuss the state policy landscape of workforce 
and education, while Dr. Bullock will share the work of CCAC in serving as a connector between 
K-12 schools and business and industry partners.

University of Pittsburgh Chancellor Patrick Gallagher, who earlier served as both Director of the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology and Acting Deputy Director of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, will present the final address of the afternoon and describe the role 
of higher education in building regional competitiveness. Through the thoughtful engagement 
of communities and the development of strategic partnerships, universities and colleges can 
increase economic opportunities across Pennsylvania by readying the region for investment, 
driving innovation, generating entrepreneurs, and meeting industry workforce needs.  

Each session will feature an open discussion period during which attendees will be able to pose 
questions to the speakers and panelists through an online question-and-answer platform. The 
event platform will also feature a virtual area for networking with other attendees, and an 
opportunity to review the work of the IOP over the course of the past two years.  
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This year’s Retreat promises to be another in a long succession of productive programs, and we 
look forward to your participation. 

Sincerely, 

Mark A. Nordenberg  Samantha Balbier 
Chair  Director 
Institute of Politics Chair Institute of Politics 
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Program Agenda 

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR and INSTITUTE OF POLITICS 

present the 
24th ANNUAL ELECTED OFFICIALS RETREAT 

Building Regional Competitiveness and Economic 
Opportunities in Southwestern Pennsylvania 

November 18, 2021 
VIRTUAL EVENT 

9:00 – 9:30 am 
(30 minutes) 

Welcome, Program Overview, and Introductions 

9:30 – 10:15 am 
(45 minutes) 

Fostering Opportunity for All: Envisioning a Robust Regional Economy by 
Alan Berube, Senior Fellow and Deputy Director, Metropolitan Policy 
Program, The Brookings Institution 

Session Description: 
Berube will discuss the key policies and practices that metro areas need to 
foster inclusive economic growth. He will examine the state of southwestern 
Pennsylvania’s economic competitiveness compared to other U.S. metro 
areas through economic metrics and trends. Berube will explain the 
opportunities and challenges that the region will need to address to make 
itself more competitive in the future. He will also explore the impact of the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and potential federal infrastructure funding 
on the region.  

10:15 – 10:30 am 
(15 minutes) 

Open Discussion with Alan Berube 

10:30 – 10:35 am 
(5 minutes) 

Break 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/alan-berube/
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10:35 – 11:45 am 
(70 minutes) 

 Regional Voices of Southwestern Pennsylvania on Economic Opportunity 
moderated by Jen Giovannitti, President and Trustee, Claude Worthington 
Benedum Foundation  

Panelists:  
• Dennis Davin, Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Community and 

Economic Development  
• Gene Yaw, Member, Pennsylvania Senate; Chair, Pennsylvania Senate 

Environmental Resources and Energy Committee; Vice Chair, 
Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee; Chair, Board of Directors, 
Center for Rural Pennsylvania  

• Mark Anthony Thomas, President, Pittsburgh Regional Alliance  

Session Description: 
Regional and state policymakers will explore economic opportunity in the 
Pittsburgh region and Pennsylvania. The panel will also examine important 
economic mobility trends and policies like maximizing community 
investment, meeting Pennsylvania’s energy demands, and innovative 
economic development programs from across the region.  

11:45 – 12:15 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 Break/Lunch 

12:15 – 12:45 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 Building an Inclusive Post-pandemic Economy by Mike Kerlin, Partner, 
Philadelphia, McKinsey & Company  
 
Session Description: 
Kerlin will present on how metro areas can best address their economic and 
workforce vulnerabilities and position themselves to compete in the post 
pandemic economy. He will also examine how through fostering inclusive 
economic growth among underrepresented communities can catalyze 
regional growth by addressing critical workforce demand challenges. Kerlin 
will provide real world examples of American metro areas who have 
positioned themselves to best compete in the 21st century economy.  

12:45 – 1:15 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 The Post-pandemic Southwestern Pennsylvania Economy by Vera 
Krekanova, Chief Strategist and Research Officer, Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development  

Session Description: 
Krekanova will explore southwestern Pennsylvania economic and workforce 
data on the impact of the pandemic and highlight opportunities for the region 
moving forward.  

https://benedum.org/jen-giovannitti/
https://dced.pa.gov/about-us/executive-staff/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senate_bio.cfm?id=1186
http://www.markanthonythomas.com/about-mark-anthony-thomas
https://www.mckinsey.com/our-people/mike-kerlin
https://www.alleghenyconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Krekanova_Bio_2019.pdf
https://www.alleghenyconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Krekanova_Bio_2019.pdf
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1:15 – 1:45 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 Open Discussion with Mike Kerlin and Vera Krekanova 

1:45 – 2:45 pm 
(60 minutes)  

 On the Ground Models of Economic Opportunity, moderated by Carissa 
Schively Slotterback, Dean, Graduate School of Public and International 
Affairs, University of Pittsburgh  

Panelists: 
• Sherri Chisholm, Director, Leading on Opportunity  
• Brandon Dennison, CEO, Coalfield Development  

Session Description: 
Chisholm and Dennison will share practical strategies for foster economic 
opportunity in urban and rural areas based on best practice initiatives from 
across the country. They will discuss how they have addressed social, 
workforce, and economic development challenges in Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
and West Virginia through their work. The session will also examine the 
similarities and differences of fostering economic growth in urban and rural 
areas.   

2:45 – 2:50 pm 
(5 minutes) 

 Break 

2:50 – 4:00 pm 
(70 minutes) 

 Regional Voices of Southwestern Pennsylvania on Workforce and Education, 
moderated by Stan Thompson, Senior Program Director, Education; Executive 
Director, Pittsburgh Readiness Institute, The Heinz Endowments  

Panelists: 
• Camera Bartolotta, Member, Pennsylvania Senate; Chair, 

Pennsylvania Senate Labor and Industry Committee 
• Quintin Bullock, President, Community College of Allegheny County  
• Lindsey Williams, Member, Pennsylvania Senate; Democratic Chair, 

Pennsylvania Senate Education Committee  

Session Description: 
Regional and state policymakers will examine how the pandemic has 
impacted workforce development and education across the region and 
innovative practices that communities can adopt to foster better 
opportunities for students and better connections between K-12 and 
postsecondary institutions and industry partners. Panelists will reflect on 
recent IOP projects and offer new insights into collaborative efforts at the 
federal, state, and local levels. 

 

https://www.gspia.pitt.edu/faculty-and-staff/carissa-schively-slotterback
https://www.gspia.pitt.edu/faculty-and-staff/carissa-schively-slotterback
https://www.leadingonopportunity.org/about/agents-of-change#sherri-chisholm
https://coalfield-development.org/bio-brandon-dennison/
https://www.heinz.org/strategic-areas/learning
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senate_bio.cfm?id=1698
https://www.ccac.edu/president/index.php
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senate_bio.cfm?id=1803
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4:00 – 4:30 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 Closing Remarks by Patrick Gallagher, Chancellor, University of Pittsburgh 

Session Description: 
Discussion of building regional competitiveness to promote workforce 
development, technological innovation, and industrial capacity so that 
Pennsylvania can be a leader in the 21st century economy.  

4:30 – 5:00 pm 
(30 minutes) 

 Open Discussion with Patrick Gallagher  

https://www.chancellor.pitt.edu/about-chancellor-gallagher
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Notes 
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Speaker and Panelist Biographies 
Samantha Balbier 

Samantha became the Director of the Institute of Politics (IOP) and the Elsie 
Hillman Civic Forum in early 2019. Prior to joining the IOP, she worked on a 
range of public policy issues facing the nonprofit sector as the Executive 
Director of the Forbes Funds’ Greater Pittsburgh Nonprofit Partnership 
(GPNP), a coalition of over 450 organizations from Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. There, she worked with regional leaders to advocate on behalf 
of the sector to address federal and state issues such as charitable tax status, 
healthcare reform, overtime rules, tax reform, behavioral health, state 

performance-based budgeting, and the upcoming 2020 US Census. She has a breadth of knowledge in 
issue-based policy, especially in the fields of pediatric environmental health, green building design, early 
childhood education, and human services. Over the past twenty years, she has filled a range of roles 
including working in philanthropy as program staff at the Heinz Endowments, as an Executive Director of 
an environmental health nonprofit, and as a special consultant to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
Office of Child Development and Early Learning, where she launched a statewide initiative that engaged 
five state departments.  

Her policy analysis and program development activities reflect the importance of strategically engaging 
content experts with elected and government officials and have resulted in Pennsylvania being awarded 
the Excellence in Environmental Protection of Children from the Children’s Environmental Health 
Network in 2014, as well as the Innovation in Education Award for the 2016 GPNP Behavioral Health 
Public Policy Cohort awarded by Mental Health America.  

Samantha holds bachelor’s degrees in Business and Social Work from Mercyhurst University. She 
received her Master’s in Social Work with an emphasis in public policy and community organizing from 
Pitt in 1998. Samantha received the Outstanding Alumni Award from the University of Pittsburgh’s 
School of Social Work in 2018. She is incredibly grateful to the University and her former graduate 
school advisor, the late Dr. Morton Coleman, Founder of the Institute of Politics, who guided her 
towards this career in public policy. 

Camera Bartolotta 

Senator Camera Bartolotta brings an entrepreneurial spirit and a wealth of 
real-world experience to her job representing residents of Beaver, Greene 
and Washington counties. A longtime resident of Monongahela, she was 
elected to her first term representing the 46th Senatorial District in 2014 and 
was re-elected in 2018. She currently serves as part of the Senate Republican 
Leadership team as Majority Caucus Administrator. 

During her time in the Senate, Camera has authored many new laws, 
including measures to help judges keep the most dangerous domestic violence offenders behind bars; 
relocate victims of domestic violence who live in public housing; improve the availability of job training 
programs throughout the state; provide additional resources to support fire and EMS companies 
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impacted by COVID-19; preserve access to ventilator and tracheostomy care by dedicating additional 
Medicaid funding; protect Pennsylvania’s fresh water supplies by ensuring the safe use of treated mine 
water in oil and gas operations; authorize the operation of Transportation Network Companies like Uber 
and Lyft in all 67 counties; strengthen penalties for motorists who injure workers and emergency 
responders in construction zones; and strengthen and improve the state’s School Bus Stop Arm Camera 
Law. She also introduced a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution to limit the future 
growth in state government spending and protect taxpayers. 

Camera also led efforts in the Senate to help more Pennsylvanians benefit from the state’s Clean Slate 
law and allow homeless individuals to receive free photo identification – breaking down major barriers 
to employment and financial independence. 

In the Senate, Camera’s committee assignments reflect the main concerns of the communities she 
represents, including the need for quality, family-sustaining jobs and smaller government. She currently 
serves as Chair of the Senate Labor and Industry Committee, which is responsible for considering a wide 
range of issues pertaining to both employers and employees, including Worker’s Compensation, 
Unemployment Compensation, workplace safety, building codes and workforce development. In this 
capacity, she led the Senate’s efforts to hold the Wolf Administration accountable for flaws in the state’s 
Unemployment Compensation system that led to delayed payments to hundreds of thousands of 
Pennsylvanians during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

She also serves as a member of the Senate Local Government Committee, Senate Rules and Executive 
Nominations Committee, Senate Transportation Committee, and Senate Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness Committee. 

Camera also co-chairs the Senate Gas and Oil Caucus, a bipartisan legislative body that focuses on issues 
impacting the gas and oil industry with the goal of promoting policies resulting in a positive future for 
constituents, the business community and state economy. She also co-founded the bipartisan Criminal 
Justice Reform Caucus to focus on ways to help promote safer communities, reduce prison costs, reduce 
recidivism and ensure better outcomes for individuals who are part of the criminal justice system. In 
addition, utilizing her experience as an actor, director and producer, she founded the Film Industry 
Caucus, a bicameral group working to support research and analysis of the role that Pennsylvania’s film 
industry plays in economic development, job creation and revenue enhancement. 

Prior to being elected to the Senate, she opened the first quick-lube business in the Mon Valley, Duke of 
Oil, which provided quality, affordable service from 1988 to 2019. She produced “La Dolce Vita,” a 
cooking and lifestyle show that aired on WPXI-TV and PCNC. 

Camera is an active member of the community she has called home for more than three decades. She is 
a Rotarian, a member of her local Elks Club and several chambers of commerce. She was appointed to 
the PA Commission for Women and the Workforce Development board by Governor Wolf. She also 
serves on the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, Pittsburgh Film Office Board of 
Trustees, the Pittsburgh Ballet Board of Trustees, the University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics Board 
of Fellows, and the Pennsylvania Prison Society Board. 



University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics - 15 

Family is a great source of pride in Camera’s life and motivates her civic engagement. Her daughter, 
Devin, is an award-winning news reporter and anchor in New Orleans. Her son, Dante, is a United States 
Marine reservist. 

Alan Berube 

Alan Berube is a Senior Fellow and the Deputy Director at the Brookings 
Metropolitan Policy Program (Brookings Metro). In this role, Berube 
coordinates and amplifies research from across Brookings Metro on how to 
strengthen economic opportunity in regions, cities, and communities. Berube 
has also authored dozens of Brookings publications on economic and 
demographic trends in metropolitan areas, social policies affecting families 
and communities, and the role of cities in a globalizing economy. Berube is 
co-author of “Confronting Suburban Poverty in America” (Brookings Press, 

2013). Prior to joining Brookings in 2001, Berube was a policy advisor in the Office of Community 
Development Policy at the U.S. Treasury Department, and a researcher at the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities. Berube holds a master’s degree in public policy from the Georgetown Public Policy 
Institute, and a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from Stanford University. In 2004, Berube 
served as an Atlantic Fellow in Public Policy at the UK Treasury, focusing on mixed-income housing 
policy. 

Quintin Bullock 

Dr. Quintin B. Bullock is the ninth president of the Community College of 
Allegheny County, a multi-campus institution serving approximately 40,000 
credit and noncredit students. He is a consummate professional, an 
experienced educator, an effective community leader, an empathetic 
mentor, and a positive role model for students and aspiring leaders, with an 
extensive, diverse professional background in higher education. He is a 
proven and results-oriented community college president who is recognized 
for his exemplary leadership and for being a powerful advocate for the 

students and communities he serves. 

During his tenure at CCAC, Dr. Bullock has led several large capital projects, including the construction of 
a new workforce center and the renovation of Chalfant Hall, which will soon house the new Teaching 
and Learning Center; launched new academic and career programs; secured new state and federal 
grants; spearheaded the college’s largest campaign totaling $65 million; stabilized the college’s finances; 
developed a new strategic plan; led the college to a one-college operating model; oversaw a successful 
Middle States Commission for Higher Education accreditation review, resulting in CCAC’s full 
accreditation for another eight years; and worked collaboratively with faculty and college leaders to 
develop and implement a comprehensive assessment plan. 

Before joining CCAC, Dr. Bullock served as president of Schenectady County Community College in New 
York; provost of the Virginia Beach and Norfolk campuses of Tidewater Community College; and 
executive dean of Monroe Community College Damon City Campus. 
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Dr. Bullock holds BS and MEd degrees from Prairie View A&M University and a Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree from the University of Texas Health Science Center: Dental Branch. He completed postdoctoral 
studies at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. His leadership training includes 
the League for Innovation in the Community College Executive Leadership Institute; the American 
Association for Community Colleges Future Leaders Program; the Thomas Lakin Institute for Mentored 
Leadership; the Wharton/RHE Program in Higher Education; and the Harvard Seminar for New 
Presidents. 

Dr. Bullock’s community and professional affiliations are many. He is on the boards of Vibrant 
Pittsburgh, Caring Place Foundation, Partners 4 Work, Youth Places, the Buhl Foundation, Pittsburgh 
Public Theater and the Allegheny Conference for Community Development. In addition, he serves on 
numerous local committees and special projects. For his work and advocacy on behalf of education and 
the community, President Bullock has received numerous awards and honors. 

Sherri Chisholm 

Leading on Opportunity announced the selection of education and nonprofit 
strategist Sherri Chisholm as its next director, spearheading the 
organization’s work to break down barriers to economic opportunity in the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg community. Chisholm succeeds Leading on 
Opportunity inaugural executive director Stephanie Cooper-Lewter and will 
build upon ongoing progress in addressing upward mobility across the region 
through effective, systemic change, and a detailed roadmap for the next 
phase of the organization’s work. 

Chisholm brings nearly a decade of strategic leadership experience to Leading on Opportunity through 
roles at national nonprofits and major school districts where she drove transformation through strategic 
planning, organizational effectiveness, and leadership development. Most recently, Chisholm served as 
the founding Detroit executive director of Urban Alliance, a national youth workforce development 
nonprofit that aims to expand access to economic opportunity for youth from under-resourced 
neighborhoods through paid internships, job skills training, and mentoring. 

The Leading on Opportunity Council, which governs the organization’s work, is happy that Chisholm 
accepted the position. “Sherri is the perfect choice for this role,” said Andrea Smith, co-chair of the 
Leading on Opportunity council. “It’s as if her career journey followed a path with all roads leading to 
Charlotte and more specifically to the organization.” Council co-chair Erin Barbee added: “Sherri’s lived 
experience and commitment to lifting up and addressing issues related to race, access to opportunities 
and inequities make her the right person for our community.” 

Chisholm has spent her career advocating for better outcomes for underserved communities through 
education and youth development, a mission that has taken her around the country. Before Urban 
Alliance, she founded FreeSpace Consulting Group in Detroit, where she advised school districts and 
nonprofits across the country seeking to effect positive change in public education. 

Previously, she also served as head of strategy, talent and operations for Teach for America’s Metro 
Atlanta Region; as chief of staff for the School District of Palm Beach County, Fla. – the nation’s 10th-



University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics - 17 

largest school district; and as the director of strategic planning for Fulton County School System in 
Metro Atlanta. 

“Not unlike many native Charlotteans, I come from a long line of community leaders, high achievers, 
entrepreneurs, innovators – and above all else hard-working Black folks – who fought for their success 
against the oppressive barriers of low wages, limited access to networks and opportunity, and an 
education system that continues to fail them,” said Chisholm. “For my growing family and for residents 
of Charlotte-Mecklenburg who continue to struggle, I am committed to charting a new way forward 
where we can help each other rise together. I am excited to work alongside community members and 
business leaders to create an ecosystem that works for all, especially those whose labor helps this 
region thrive yet have not had an equal share of that prosperity.” 

A graduate of the University of Michigan, Chisholm also holds master’s degrees in education and 
educational leadership from Harvard University and the Broad Center for the Management of School 
Systems. Her lifelong interest in advocacy and education stems from her mother, a Detroit public school 
teacher. 

“I look forward to working with Sherri as we strive to make Charlotte-Mecklenburg a more equitable 
community for all of our children,” said Brian Collier, executive vice president, Foundation For The 
Carolinas, and co-author of the Opportunity Task Force report. “It has been humbling to see the 
response to the report and its recommendations from corporations, nonprofits, community leaders, the 
public sector and houses of faith. The findings of the Task Force are as relevant today as they were in 
2017 – if not more so – and I truly believe we are poised for great things in the months and years ahead 
under Sherri’s leadership. Although Sherri and her team will be coordinating the effort, they will need 
the support of everyone in our community to create meaningful change.” 

Following the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportunity Task Force Report release in 2017, Leading on 
Opportunity was formed with a mission to convene and connect sectors across the community to 
implement the recommendations of the Task Force to improve economic mobility in Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County. As charged in the report, the organization takes a systemic approach to addressing 
the key determinants of early childhood education, college and career readiness, and family stability, 
while simultaneously focusing on the cross-cutting factors of segregation and social capital. The Leading 
on Opportunity Council is comprised of an unprecedented collection of community, business, and public 
sector representatives with a focus on transforming the recommendations from the report to actionable 
steps, while developing a data and research to track progress. Stay up to date on Leading on 
Opportunity news at leadingonopportunity.org, on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

Dennis Davin 

Dennis M. Davin was appointed to serve as Secretary of the Department of 
Community and Economic Development (DCED) in January 2015 by Governor 
Tom Wolf. In this position, Secretary Davin leads the commonwealth’s efforts 
to support business growth, strengthen the workforce, and revitalize 
communities across Pennsylvania. He oversees DCED’s $1.6 billion 
investment in community and economic development projects since 2015, 
serving nearly 13 million Pennsylvanians. 

https://www.leadingonopportunity.org/report/executive-summary
http://www.leadingonopportunity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OpportunityCLT
https://twitter.com/OpportunityCLT
https://www.instagram.com/opportunityclt/?hl=en
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Since the beginning of the Wolf Administration, Secretary Davin has had the pleasure of visiting more 
than 750 businesses to gain a first-hand understanding of Pennsylvania’s industries and the challenges 
faced by businesses of all sizes. He serves as chairman for several authorities and boards including the 
Ben Franklin Technology Development Authority (BFTDA), the Commonwealth Financing Authority 
(CFA), Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority (PIDA), and the Pennsylvania Economic 
Development Financing Authority (PEDFA). Under Secretary Davin’s leadership, DCED launched critical 
economic development initiatives like the PA Business One Stop Shop, the Manufacturing PA initiative, 
and the new branding of Pennsylvania with “Pursue Your Happiness,” and “Work Smart. Live Happy.” He 
has also achieved success in attracting corporations to Pennsylvania, including major international 
projects like the Royal Dutch Shell plant in Beaver County. 

Prior to his appointment, Secretary Davin served as Director of the Allegheny County Economic 
Development and the Director of the Allegheny County Redevelopment Authority. His experience also 
includes Executive Director of the: Industrial Development Authority, Hospital Development Authority, 
Higher Education Building Authority and Residential Finance Authority. 

Brandon Dennison 

Brandon is Ashley Dennison’s husband and father to their boys: Owen (3) and 
Will (1). Born and raised in West Virginia, he is Founder and CEO of Coalfield 
Development. He is winner of the JMK Social Innovation Prize, is a DRK 
Entrepreneur, and is an Ashoka Fellow. In 2019, he was awarded the Heinz 
Award for Technology, the Economy, and Employment. Brandon is a book 
worm and also loves to play in the kiddie pool with his family. 

 

 

Patrick Gallagher 

As the University of Pittsburgh’s 18th chancellor, Patrick Gallagher directs 
one of the nation’s premier public institutions for higher education and 
research. In this role, Gallagher oversees a community of more than 33,000 
students at five distinct campuses. He also supports the work of nearly 
14,000 faculty and staff members who are committed to advancing the 
University’s legacy of academic excellence, community service and research 
innovation. 
 

Under his leadership, Pitt has strengthened its status as one of the nation’s premier public institutions 
for higher education and research, including being named a top public school in the nation by U.S. News 
& World Report. 
 
Prior to his installation at Pitt, Gallagher spent more than two decades in public service. In 2009, the 
president appointed him to direct the National Institute of Standards and Technology. While in this role, 
Gallagher also served as acting deputy secretary of commerce before leaving for Pitt in the summer of 
2014. 
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Gallagher has also completed terms on a wide range of community boards and committees, including 
the president’s 12-person Commission on Enhancing National Cybersecurity in 2016. He currently serves 
as chair of the Commission on Economic and Community Engagement for the Association of Public and 
Land-grant Universities. 
 
Gallagher holds a Ph.D. in physics from Pitt and a bachelor’s degree in physics and philosophy from 
Benedictine College in Kansas. 

Jen Giovannitti 

Jen Giovannitti is the President and a Trustee of the Claude Worthington 
Benedum Foundation, a private family foundation founded in 1944. The 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation is a regional philanthropy 
organization focusing on West Virginia and Southwestern Pennsylvania. The 
Foundation generally invests two-thirds of its grant dollars in West Virginia 
and one-third in Southwestern Pennsylvania, making it a place-based funder 
with a dedication to rural communities. 

Prior to joining the Foundation, Ms. Giovannitti led community-based 
initiatives for seven years at the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, working regionally and nationally on 
issues facing low-income communities and advancing strategies for community investment. She formed 
the West Virginia Loan Fund Collaborative in 2012 to better understand the impact of small business 
lending in underserved communities. She has authored a variety of reports, publications, and opinion 
essays, and has applied her expertise broadly in rural development strategies.  

Ms. Giovannitti lived West Virginia for 11 years, first serving as the director of the office of the Elkins rail 
yard redevelopment, then serving as chief executive of the Randolph County Economic Development 
Authority and West Virginia Wood Technology Center. The successful redevelopment of the Elkins (WV) 
Rail Yard preserved historic structures, reconstructed a historic bridge, and added tourism infrastructure 
and public amenities. The project was a model for rural communities redeveloping brownfield sites. In 
her role leading the county’s economic development agency, she was committed to advancing 
workforce development and supporting the many businesses and local manufacturing operations in the 
region. 

Ms. Giovannitti currently serves on local, regional, and national boards, including the Board of the 
Regional Industrial Development Corporation (Pittsburgh), is a Trustee of Davis and Elkins College (West 
Virginia), and is a partner with the Richard King Mellon Foundation and The Heinz Endowments in 
Almono, LLC (Pittsburgh). She is member of the International Women’s Forum and serves on the 
National Advisory Council for Building Healthy Places (national) and the Community Advisory Board for 
Truist Bank (regional). She also is a member of the Investment Committee for the Strategic Investment 
Fund (Pittsburgh-regional). 

Ms. Giovannitti obtained her MA in Community and Regional Planning from the University of British 
Columbia, and her BA in Planning and Urban Studies from the University of Pittsburgh. She was an 
international research fellow in 1995-1996 through the University of British Columbia Centre for Human 
Settlements, where she led a research project in Vietnam designed around the role of women in the 
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household economy and poverty alleviation in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Her research was later 
published through the Asian Urban Research Network. She lives in Pittsburgh with her husband and 
three children. 

Mike Kerlin 

Mike Kerlin is a Partner in McKinsey’s Public Sector practice, and leads 
McKinsey’s Economic Development domain.   He works with state and local 
agencies as well as private sector organizations to help them launch 
programs to accelerate innovation and drive job creation, growth and 
resilience. Prior to joining McKinsey, Mike worked with Nuestra Comunidad 
Development Corporation in urban development in inner-city Boston, with a 
focus on economic development initiatives. He serves on the board of 
Leadership Philadelphia and lives in Center City Philadelphia with his wife 
and two children. 

Vera Krekanova 

Vera Krekanova, Ph.D. joined the Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development as the Chief Research Officer in April of 2018. In this role, Vera 
is responsible for coordinating all quantitative and qualitative research, 
championing the use of data and information across the organization, and 
framing the messaging around the state of the Pittsburgh region’s economy. 
Vera is an accomplished practitioner and scholar in the interdisciplinary field 
of economic and workforce development, who specializes in policies and 
programmatic interventions. Prior to joining the Conference, Vera served as 

the Chief Strategy Officer for Partner4Work where she established and managed a collaborative 
research-to-practice platform to advance workforce development efforts in the city of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County. At Partner4Work, Vera directed a team of six researchers that analyzed policies, 
evaluated programs, and produced qualitative and quantitative reports designed to educate employers, 
policy-makers and other workforce development stakeholders. With more than 20 years of experience 
in the non-profit sector, Vera has been recognized for organizational leadership, implementing 
successful public-private initiatives, spearheading innovation, and generating funding and new business 
opportunities. Vera often presents on workforce development and economic issues to regional and 
national audiences, and has authored or co-authored a number of reports and academic papers. Since 
2010, she has served as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs. Vera also serves on the Health Career Future and Friends of Via boards, 
The Federal Reserve Bank’s Pittsburgh Business Advisory Council, and the Global Women’s Health 
Activist Movement. Vera earned a Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh, focusing on social and 
comparative analysis in public policy, a Master of Science in non-profit management from Robert Morris 
University, and a BA in Social Work from Charles University in Prague. Vera lives in the Strip District with 
her husband John. 
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Mark Nordenberg 

Mark Nordenberg has held many key leadership positions over the course of 
his career at the University of Pittsburgh, including Dean of the School of Law 
and Chancellor of the University. During his nearly two decades of service as 
Chancellor, Pitt achieved dramatically higher levels of quality and impact on 
virtually every front, and the higher education and healthcare sector played a 
critical role in the rebirth of the regional economy. He currently serves as 
Chair of Pitt’s Institute of Politics and Director of its Dick Thornburgh Forum 
for Law & Public Policy and holds the special faculty rank of Distinguished 

Service Professor of Law. He has received many honors, including recognition, with CMU President Jared 
Cohon, as Pittsburgh’s Person- of-the-Year by Pittsburgh magazine and as a History-Maker by the 
Senator John Heinz History Center. Last spring, he received the Lifetime Achievement in Governance 
Award from the National Association of Corporate Directors, Three Rivers Chapter. Nordenberg has 
made significant governance contributions to many of this region’s most important organizations, 
having served as a long-time board member of BNY Mellon, the BNY Mellon Foundation for 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, Manchester Bidwell, Pitt, Thiel College and UPMC. He was the founding 
Chair or Co-Chair of the boards of Pittsburgh’s Digital Greenhouse, Life Sciences Greenhouse and 
Robotics Foundry. He also chaired the boards of the Pittsburgh Council on Higher Education and the 
Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Universities and served on the Executive Committee of the 
Association of American Universities. He served on the special independent committee created by the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh to fairly disburse donations made in the aftermath of the 
shootings at the Tree of Life Synagogue. He also recently served as the first chair of an independent 
nominating committee created by the Mayor to ensure that appointments to the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority board are merit-based. He served as co-chair, with Laura Ellsworth, of the Eradicate 
Hate Global Summit held at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center last month, and he continues to 
serve as Chair of Pennsylvania’s Legislative Reapportionment Commission, having been named to that 
position by the state Supreme Court. Since the onset of the pandemic, he also has hosted a series of 
online educational programs dealing with the challenges of “Governing in Crisis” and “Preserving 
Democracy.” 

Carissa Slotterback 

Named dean of the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs 
(GSPIA) in 2020, Dr. Slotterback formerly served as Associate Dean of the 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota. She is 
widely recognized for her research and teaching on public engagement and 
decision making in environmental, land use, and transportation planning. She 
has led a number of initiatives focused on interdisciplinary and engaged 
research and education and has held a number of leadership roles with the 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. 

 

 



University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics - 22 

Mark Anthony Thomas 

Mark Anthony Thomas was appointed president of the Pittsburgh Regional 
Alliance, an affiliate of the Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development, effective July 2019. He is responsible for creating, developing 
and executing the 10-county Pittsburgh region’s economic development 
strategy and advancing partnerships to drive job creation and business 
investment. Mark has nearly two decades of experience crafting and 
executing economic growth strategies and cross-sector collaboration for New 
York City, Los Angeles and Atlanta. In 2016, Mark was selected by New York 

City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC) to serve as its first Senior Vice President of 
Partnerships, establishing teams to foster and manage industry and international relationships and 
business attraction. He played a pivotal role in launching the city’s $1.3 billion effort to catalyze 100,000 
jobs in emerging industry sectors and further diversify the local economy. He’s led efforts to partner 
with New York’s international trade community to advance the city’s global startup attraction, an 
approach recognized as the top North American FDI Strategy by fDi (Foreign Direct Investment) 
magazine in 2019. Prior to NYCEDC, Mark served as the City of Los Angeles’ inaugural FUSE Executive 
Fellow, leading efforts to make the city’s neighborhoods more livable. He then served as Director of the 
Mayor’s Operations Innovation Team, a partnership between the Mayor’s Office and the Los Angeles 
Coalition for the Economy and Jobs, to spearhead reforms of the city’s procurement, real estate asset 
management and risk management operations. Before entering the public sector, Mark worked in the 
media sector, shaping content and investigative journalism on social impact, economic development and 
effective governance. Mark serves on the Board of Directors for the Power of 32 Site Development Fund 
(Chairman), Fuse Corps and the Camille A. Brown Dance Company. He is a graduate of MIT (MBA), 
Columbia University (MPA), and the University of Georgia. 

Stanley Thompson 

Stan Thompson is director of The Heinz Endowments’ Education Program, 
which works with schools and community-based organizations to promote 
equity in education for all underserved students in the Pittsburgh region. 
Before joining the Endowments in September 2008, he was the executive 
director of Times Squared Academy for Engineering, Mathematics, Science 
and Technology. As a charter school in Providence, R.I., Times Squared 
provides a learning environment that exposes children, particularly students 
of color, to challenging, real-world applications of engineering, mathematics 
and science.  

Before becoming executive director of Times Squared, Stan was the school’s academic dean for 
kindergarten through 12th-grade education. His diverse professional background also includes working 
as a middle and high school English teacher in Kansas and New York; a middle and high school principal 
in Wisconsin and Rhode Island; a senior associate with the Coalition of Essential Schools, which was 
formerly based at Brown University; director of a career and technical center in Rhode Island; and 
associate director of high schools for the New England Association of Schools and Colleges in 
Massachusetts. He also has served as an adjunct faculty member for National Louis University in Illinois.  
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Stan has presented at regional and national conferences on the topics of school change, team building, 
assessment and leadership. He was the 2000 Metropolitan Life/National Association of Secondary 
Schools State Principal of the Year for Rhode Island High Schools. In addition, he has served as a former 
member of the Coca-Cola School Partnership Council, which nationally promotes healthy lifestyle 
initiatives for students in grades six through 12. Stan has been on numerous panels, committees and 
advisory boards including those of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, the 
Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Mathematics and Science Education in Rhode Island, Breaking Ranks in 
the Ocean State Steering Committee, and Exchange City. Currently, he serves as co-chair of the 
Education Committee for the University of Pittsburgh’s Institute of Politics. 

Stan holds a bachelor’s degree in English literature from Wheaton College, a master’s in English 
literature from The State University of New York at Stony Brook, a master’s in educational 
administration from Harvard University and a doctorate in educational leadership from Nova 
Southeastern University. 

Lindsey Williams 

Senator Lindsey M. Williams represents the 38th Senatorial District in 
Allegheny County, which encompasses the 11th and 12th Wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh, the North Hills suburbs, and many of the communities along the 
Allegheny River Valley. Lindsey has spent her career fighting for working 
families. Following her graduation from Duquesne University School of Law, 
she took a position as the Director of Advocacy at the National 
Whistleblowers Center, where she worked to promote the passage of 
bipartisan legislation that protected whistleblowers for reporting waste, 

fraud, and abuse. However, when Lindsey attempted to form a staff union with her coworkers to protect 
their rights, she was illegally terminated. She took her case to the National Labor Relations Board and, 
after two years of litigation, successfully resolved her claim. Following her illegal termination, Lindsey 
went on to work for the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and the Pittsburgh Federation of 
Teachers prior to her election to the state Senate in 2018. Lindsey was raised in a union household, and 
her parents stressed hard work and education through both words and actions. Her father Jack was a 
member of Operating Engineers Local 542 for 40 years. Her mother Nancy worked with a temporary 
service company when Lindsey and her sister Caitlyn were school-aged and later took a job as an 
accounts receivable clerk at a local company. When her job was eliminated and relocated to India, 
Nancy was able to take advantage of education incentives with her unemployment benefits and finished 
her college degree in May 2014, more than 15 years after starting her education. As a state Senator, 
Lindsey’s top priority is serving the constituents of the 38th District through offering one-on-one 
assistance in her District Office, hosting community events to connect residents with area services, and 
supporting local organizations and projects. She is also committed to fighting for family-sustaining, 
union jobs; fully-funded education for all students; and access to quality, affordable healthcare for all 
Pennsylvanians. 
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Gene Yaw 

Senator Gene Yaw was elected to represent the 23rd Senatorial District in 
November 2008. Prior to running for the Senate, Yaw served as Lycoming 
County solicitor for 17 years and was named County Solicitor of the Year in 
2004. He has also served as general counsel to the Pennsylvania College of 
Technology for more than 20 years.  In 2013, he was elected Chairman of the 
Pennsylvania College of Technology Board of Directors. Senator Yaw serves as 
Chairman of the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee.  He is also 
Vice Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, a member of the 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Banking and Insurance, Majority Policy, Rules and Executive Nominations 
and Urban Affairs and Housing Committees. Senator Yaw serves on a number of Boards and 
Commissions including as Chairman of the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, a member of the Chesapeake 
Bay Commission, a member of the Environmental Quality Board, a member of the Pennsylvania 
Aggregate Advisory Board, and a member of the Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority. 

Senator Yaw is a member of the Lycoming Law Association and Pennsylvania Bar Association, 
Pennsylvania Association for Justice, and a former member of the Board of Directors of Susquehanna 
Legal Services. He serves as “Of Counsel” with the McCormick Law Firm in Williamsport, a prominent 
firm which has been in continuous existence for 150 years. 

A U.S. Army veteran, Yaw enlisted and went on to graduate from the United States Artillery and Missile 
Officer Candidate School in Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He served an overseas tour of duty as an artillery officer 
and was honorably discharged as a 1st Lieutenant. 

He graduated from Montoursville High School, attended Bucknell University, and earned degrees from 
Lycoming College and the American University School of Law in Washington, D.C. 

Senator Yaw has coached Little League Baseball, and coached and refereed for the American Youth 
Soccer Organization. He is a member of the National Rifle Association, Ducks Unlimited, the Nittany Lion 
Club, and the Williamsport-Lycoming Chamber of Commerce. He received the 2010 Distinguished Citizen 
of the Year Award from the Susquehanna Council, Boy Scouts of America, the 2011 Lycoming College 
Alumni of the Year Award, the 2011 CAPPA Community Partner Award, the Central Pennsylvania State of 
Israel Bonds 2012 Israel Unity Award, the 2013 Pennsylvania Winery Association Industry Supporter 
Award, the 2014 Pennsylvania College of Technology Centennial Leadership Award, the 2015 
Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health Legislator of the Year Award and the 2019 Pennsylvania Water 
Environment Association Public Official of the Year Award. 

A Loyalsock Township resident, Yaw is married to Ann S. Pepperman, Esquire and has two children, Scott 
and Mackenzie, and two grandchildren. He attends First United Methodist Church in Williamsport. 
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IOP Program Criteria and Strategies 
The Institute of Politics committees and staff use the following criteria to develop publications and 
forums relating to key regional policy issues. 

The Criteria 

• The two primary criteria for Institute programs are that they are planned, developed, and 
implemented with the involvement of elected officials and that there are policy outcomes. 

• A unique role of the Institute of Politics is to serve as a non-partisan catalyst to bring together 
elected officials from different levels of government, community and civic leaders, foundation, 
business and labor executives, and other stakeholders to freely discuss the critical policy issues 
facing our region. Thus, the Institute will conduct its business in a politically non-partisan 
environment where open, inclusive, candid, civil discourse is both promoted and valued. 

• The signature programming strategy of the Institute will continue to be to serve as a catalyst for 
regional policymaking. Unless otherwise determined by its governing structure, Institute 
sessions will be regional, intergovernmental, interdisciplinary, non-partisan, and off the record. 

• Effective policy discussions and desirable outcomes are dependent on an informed exchange of 
ideas rooted in up-to-date information that measures the region’s performance against best 
practices. To that end, policy committees will utilize available sources of regional data to inform 
their deliberations. 

• To ensure that Institute programs and publications meet the approval of its governing 
structure—Board of Fellows, Executive Committee, and Policy Committees—Institute strategies 
will be generated and fulfilled through this internal governing structure and the Institute staff. 

• The Institute hopes to achieve policy outcomes in the forms of public policy education, public 
discussion and dialogue, dissemination of publications, and dissemination of regional 
information to inform state and national policy development. All programs will be individually 
evaluated; an overall evaluation will be conducted periodically. 

The Strategies 

• Educational Forums: In the form of seminars, conferences, retreats, and programs on 
substantive regional issues for elected officials and civic, community, and business leaders. 

• Federal, State, and Local Government Policy Sessions: Small-scale data-driven forums on policy 
issues facing the region. 

• Development of Policy Guidance Documents: A committee may determine that it makes good 
sense to research, produce and disseminate a policy guidance paper to inform the development 
of an education forum, a policy session, or pending legislation. 

• Task Forces and Subcommittees: Policy committees may determine that it is appropriate to 
meet on an ongoing basis to develop and refine particular policy issues relative to their 
committee prior to pursuing other Institute strategies. 
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• Continuing Briefing Sessions: These may be held in the case of a need to resolve specific issues 
arising from the Institute’s seminars. They may include committee members and other key 
stakeholders. 

• Programs for the General Public 
• Student Programming: To stimulate student interest and knowledge about elected officials and 

the region’s issues. 
• Publications: 

o Annual Report – Annual publication that summarizes the recent activities of the 
Institute. 

o Case Studies – Through access to world-class academic resources, including archival 
collections and utilization of editorial boards, provides cutting-edge, research-based 
analyses of regional public-policy issues through the use of specific state and regional 
cases. 

o Policy and Research Reports – A comprehensive evaluation of a critical issue facing 
Southwestern Pennsylvania that includes federal, state, and regional data and research. 
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Institute of Politics Board of Fellows 
Federal Elected 
Mike Doyle 
Member 
U.S. House of Representatives 

State Elected 
Carmen Bartolotta 
Member 
PA Senate 

Jake Corman 
President Pro Tempore 
PA Senate 

Jay Costa, Jr. 
Minority Leader 
PA Senate 

Austin Davis 
Member 
PA House of Representatives 

George Dunbar 
Member 
PA House of Representatives 

Dan B. Frankel 
Member 
PA House of Representatives 

Valerie Gaydos 
Member 
PA House of Representatives 

Dan Miller 
Democratic Caucus Chair 
PA House of Representatives 

Jake Wheatley 
Member 
PA House of Representatives 

Lindsey Williams 
Member 
PA Senate 

Local Elected 

Albert Abramovic 
Commissioner 
Venango County 

Rich Fitzgerald 
Chief Executive 
Allegheny County 

Deb Gross 
Member  
Pittsburgh City Council  

Sherene Hess 
Commissioner  
Indiana County 

Leslie Osche 
Commissioner 
Butler County  

Academia 
Kenyon Bonner 
Vice Provost and Dean of Students 
University of Pittsburgh 

William M. Carter, Jr.  
Professor, School of Law 
University of Pittsburgh 

Elizabeth Farmer 
Dean, School of Social Work 
University of Pittsburgh 

Paul Hennigan 
Former President 
Point Park University 

Valerie Kinloch  
Renée and Richard Goldman Dean, School of 
Education 
University of Pittsburgh 

Jem Spectar 
President 
University of Pittsburgh Johnstown 



University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics - 28 

Carissa Slotterback 
Dean, Graduate School of Public and 
International Affairs 
University of Pittsburgh 

Foundation 
Diana Bucco 
President 
The Buhl Foundation 

Jen Giovannitti 
President 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation 

Caren Glotfelty 
Executive Director 
Allegheny County Parks Foundation 

Ty Gourley 
Vice President 
Hillman Family Foundations 

Kathy Lachenauer 
Executive Director 
The Fine Foundation 

A. Samuel Reiman 
President 
Richard King Mellon Foundation 

Lisa Schroeder 
President & CEO 
The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Stanley W. Thompson 
Program Director, Education 
The Heinz Endowments 

Community/Civic 
Debra Bogen 
Director 
Allegheny County Health Department 

Kenya Boswell 
Senior Vice President of Community Affairs 
Highmark Health 

Marc Cherna 
Former Director  
Allegheny County Department of Human 
Services 

G. Reynolds Clark 
Former Interim Executive Director 
Pittsburgh Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Authority 

Grant Ervin 
Chief Resilience Officer and Assistant Director, 
Department of City Planning 
Office of Mayor William Peduto 

Ami Gatts 
President 
Washington Greene County Job Training Agency 

Lisa Scales 
President & CEO 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 

Linda Yankoski 
President & CEO 
Holy Family Institute  

Business/Labor 

Laura Ellsworth 
Partner-in-Charge, Global Community Services 
Initiatives 
Jones Day 

Morgan K. O’Brien 
Former President and CEO 
Peoples Natural Gas 

Richard W. Taylor 
Chief Executive Officer 
Imbue Technology Solutions, Inc.  

  



Congratulations 
to the 2021 winners of the Coleman Award  
for Excellence in Community Service!

LISA A. SCALES, J.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Lisa Scales has been President and CEO of Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank since 2012, 
leading the organization in distributing food for 
nearly 40 million meals annually through a network 
of 600 community partners in 11 counties of 
southwestern Pennsylvania.

JOHN M. WILDS, Ph.D., SPHR
Dr. Wilds served as the Assistant Vice Chancellor 
for Community Relations at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Prior to this assignment, Dr. Wilds 
managed the University’s Office of Human 
Resources for almost ten years.

Please join us for a special virtual award ceremony on  
Thursday, December 9, 2021. To register, please visit iop.pitt.edu.

The University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics recognizes that the collective identity of any region is 
largely demonstrated by the overall values and priorities embraced by the people who live there. In 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, we place significant value on individuals who have a strong commitment 
to serve the region. To honor one of our community’s greatest civic servants and to recognize those 
who have followed in his path, the Institute of Politics created the Morton “Moe” Coleman Award for 
Excellence in Community Service.
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Samantha Balbier
Director

Briana Mihok
Senior Policy Strategist

Aaron Lauer
Senior Policy Analyst

David Ruvolo
Office Manager

Kim Carson
Program Administrator
Dick Thornburgh Forum for Law & Public Policy

Melissa Penkrot
Executive Assistant, Office of Former Executives

Mikaela Chandler
Graduate Intern

Wendeline Frederic
Graduate Intern

Rachel Romac
Undergraduate Intern

Mark Nordenberg
Chair and Chancellor Emeritus




